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Risk and Asset Assessment Questionnaire

Changes in Medicaid reimbursement procedures for school-based psychological
services will impact states differently depending upon how licensing, credentialing and
titling are defined, implemented, and regulated in your state. To determine the degree
and extent that school psychologists may be at risk in your state and your capacity as a
state association to assist in remedying the risk, answer the following questions:

Assess Your Risk

I. Are you at risk for not being reimbursed for services provided to a Medicaid-eligible
student?

1. To the best of your abilities answer the items from Exhibit G: Profile of School
Psychology Credentialing and Psychologist Licensing.

2. Discuss the results from the profile.

3. If your answer to 2f from the above profile indicated that your state Medicaid
provider qualifications are different for school-based providers than for all other
providers, what efforts have been made to ensure continuation of services by
providers who do not meet the Federal CMS Guidelines?

4. Is the practice of “psychology” defined in your state statutes and/or in
regulations? (Note: Statutes trump regulations.)
 Is the practice of “school psychology” defined anywhere?
 Does the statute/regulation specify settings in which the services of a

“psychologist” and/or “school psychologist” may be provided?

Assess Your Assets

The ability of your state association to respond to a threat from changes in Medicaid
reimbursement procedures is largely associated with how prepared and active you are
regarding everyday advocacy activities.  The following questions will help you assess
your current assets in response to any perceived risk.

1. Does your school psychology association currently have state-level professional
position statements and/or published ethical and practice standards?

2. What percent of school psychologists in your state are members of your state
school psychological association?

3. What percent of school psychologists in your state are members of NASP?

4. Do you have a state legislative agenda/platform?
a. Do you have a state legislative committee or the equivalent?
b. Do you have a state level political action committee (PAC)?
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5. Does your state association employ a lobbyist and/or have an attorney on
retainer?

6. Does anyone in the state organization have connections to a lobbyist or attorney
who might be willing to help the association for free or for an affordable fee?

7. Are there any known state-level “champions” (state administrators, elected
officials, or other policy makers who can be consulted and counted on regarding
legislative issues such as licensure? (See 4c on Exhibit G)

8. Does your state organization have connections to or solid relationships with state
legislators?

9. What is (are) the current state level communication system(s) utilized to reach
your membership?  (e.g., phone, fax, e-mail, web site, listserv, newsletters)

10. Do you have a list of websites, e-mails, and contact numbers of key state
departments and personnel (See 1b from Exhibit G)

11. Have you or your state leadership participated at the state or federal level in
presenting oral or written testimony regarding legislative/regulatory issues?

12. Has anyone in your state organization participated in NASP’s Public Policy
Institute (PPI) or something similar?

13. With what other professional organizations does your state organization have
positive relationships (e.g., state speech/hearing/language association, state
psychology organization).

14. What is the fiscal soundness of your association and do you have any funds that
can be used for advocacy?

Decision Point

1. What is your degree of risk for not being reimbursed for services provided to a
Medicaid-eligible student? (Rate your risk)

Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk

2. What is your degree of risk that this loss will impact your overall ability to provide the
full range of school psychological services? (Rate your risk)

Low Risk Moderate Risk High Risk

3. What are your greatest assets and resources in responding to any threat to your
ability to provide school-based services to Medicaid eligible students?



NASP Advocacy Roadmap: School-Based Medicaid Services

NASP Advocacy Roadmap: SBMS, Exhibit J: Risk Assessment, 7 7 09

4. Given your amount of risk, assets, and resources, what type of action are you
prepared to take?

 Build Grassroots Advocacy Network
 Develop the knowledge base of our members about the issue
 Build coalition support
 Gather additional information about risk/assets
 Explore further the implications of our state’s risk/asset assessment by

consulting with a NASP leader or staff member.
 Sponsor a state advocacy training for our members to help them become

better prepared to engage in future advocacy efforts
 Seek support from a legislator or other public policy maker to pursue

legislative or regulatory change
 Seek support from a lawyer or other legal advocate to pursue legal action
 Other:

5. Build an action plan in accordance with your decision. (See Exhibit I: State Advocacy
Action Plan Template)


